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David S. Mao is the 23" Law Librarian of Congress. He manages
the operation and policy administration of the Law Library of
Congress, which contains the world’s largest collection of legal
materials and serves as the leading research center for foreign,
comparative, and international law. Mr. Mao describes the position
as part law librarian to Congress, part steward for the law
collections, and part ambassador to the word’s legal and library
communities.

Prior to becoming the Law Librarian of Congress, Mr. Mao served
as the first Deputy Law Librarian of Congtress. In that position, he
served as a key member of the Law Library’s leadership team and
managed the Law Library’s global legal research portfolio, including the Global Legal
Research Center and the Global Legal Information Network. Prior to his appointment as

Deputy Law Librarian, Mr. Mao was a section head at Congressional Research Service
(CRS), Library of Congress.

Mr. Mao is a magna cum lande graduate of The George Washington University, where he
majored in international affairs with a minor in Chinese language and literature. After
earning his law degree from the Georgetown University Law Center, Mr. Mao was in private
practice for several years before returning to graduate school to pursue a master’s degree in
library science at The Catholic University of America. Before arriving at CRS in 2005, he
held positions at the Georgetown University Law Library and within the research library of
the international law firm of Covington and Burling LLP. He also was an adjunct professor
at the University of Maryland—College Park.

Mr. Mao served a three-year term as the treasurer of the American Association of Law
Libraries and was a member of its executive board. He currently is treasurer and a board
member of the Chinese and American Forum on Legal Information and Law Libraries, of
which he is a founding member. A member of the American Bar Association, he is admitted
to the District of Columbia and Pennsylvania Bars.



