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Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member Brady, and Members of the
Committee, I appreciate the opportunity to appear before the Committee on
House Administration in support of the Committee on Transportation and

Infrastructure’s budget request.

Our request was prepared in accordance with the guidance set forth by
your Committee. It represents a five percent reduction from the

Committee’s budget during the 111% Congress.
Just as families and businesses across this country have tightened their
belts in response to the worst economic recession since the Great -

Depression, we too are prepared to do more with less.

The Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure has an ambitious

legislative agenda for the 112" Congress. First, we must finally enact the



long-delayed reauthorization of the Federal Aviation Administration, which

is unfortunately on its 17® extension.

In addition, we must enact a multi-year reauthorization of surface
transportation programs. The previoﬁs authorization for these programs, the
Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy
for Users (SAFETEA-LU), expired at the end of ﬁscaliyear 2009. Since that
time, the highway, transﬁ, highway safety, and motor carrier safety
programs have been operating under a series (six total) of short-term

extensions.

The Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure is conducting a
series. of cross-country Committee meetings and field hearings with State
and local transportation officials and other stakeholders to help inform the
Committee’s development of the surface transportation reauthorization bill.

-

In these meetings, the Committee is seeking input on how to

consolidate and improve the performance of programs, cut government red

tape and streamline the project delivery process, increase private sector



investment in our infrastructure, identify creative financing alternatives, and

other ideas for writing the legislation.

The best ideas to imprbve and streamline government programs often
come from outside of Washington, so before we draft any legislation these

meetings will provide the Committee with valuable insight and information.

During the month of February, I and many of my Committee
colleagues traveled to 11 cities across the country — beginning in the home
town of Ranking Member Rahall -- to conduct a total of four field hearings
and seven listening sessions. The Committee will conduct additional field
hearings and liétening sessions in the weeks ahead to seek further input to

the surface transportation reauthorization bill.

The Committee will also reauthorize the United States Coast Guard to
ensure that it has the authorities and resources to fulfill its many important
missions. This effort will include an examination of issues related to oil

spill prevention, mitigation, and response.



Other areas within the Committge’s jurisdiction will be examined as
well, including Amtrak reform, high-speed rail, and pipeline safety, to name

a few.

The Committee will perform aggressive oversight of controversial
regulations issued by the current Administration, particularly by the

Environmental Protection Agency.

The Committee will also continue its vigorous oversight of the tens of
billions of dollars distributed to states for transportation infrastructure

investments under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

To achieve these goals, the Committee must maintain its skilled and
technically knowledgeable Committee staff. Most of our budget goes to

fund this staff.

As I mentioned earlier, our request represents a five percent decrease
below the budget we had in the 111% Congress. We have elected to divide

the proposed 112 Budget evenly bétween the two sessions.



With regard to the allocation of resources between the Majority and'
Minority, we propose to continue the method used by the Committee in the
past, with 90 percent of the budget being used for salaries, divided one-third
to the Min;)rity and two-thirds to the Majority. The remaining ten percent of
the budget is proposed to be used for the Committee’s non-salary expenses. |
Consistent with the Committee’s traditional approach for budgeting non-
salary expenses, there will not be a separate Minority budget for travel and
equipment, but we will make every effort to meet thei1; needs. I was
satisfied with this approach when we were in the_Minor‘ity, and I am
confident that the Minority will feel that we have treated them fairly.

As I have done in the past, returning more than $1 million from the
Minority’s portion of the Committee’s budget during the 111% Congress, we
will continug to look for ways to save taxpayer’s dollars while at the same

time conducting vigorous oversight.

- Again, thank you for the opportunity to present our budget. I would

be pleased to answer any questions.



